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The Looking Glass 


By Truman Hollis Woodward 


RACY little joke it was, 
I told it twice with zest, 
Acknowledging the wit was keen, 
Its color not the best. 


I heard it on a teacher’s lips 
A little after that, 

And wondered why the witty tale 
Seemed now besmirched and flat. 


Perhaps I looked for whiter words 
In one so fine as he; 

Ah, would that I were half as clean 
As I'd have others be! ’ 
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Turning Earth into Paradise 
There are many plans for turning 
earth into paradise. “Utopia” has been 
a favorite theme and goal of philoso- 
phers, rulers, economists, politicians, 
“religionists,” and various other types of 
idealists and realists. There is nothing 
new in the idea that men can bring it 
to pass— doubtless it began soon after 
the fall, when the murderer Cain started 
the first civilization. It is still popular. 
Dr. Donald Davidson is quoted in the 
Keswick Calendar: “You know how men 
talk and write in these present days, 
how they would have us believe that 
by their own unaided efforts they will 
make this distracted world of ours into 
an earthly paradise. But has the new 
Jerusalem not to come down from God 
out of Heaven? No human effort is ever 
going to raise earth up to Heaven. So 
do not let us be deceived by the delu- 
sions of these present days. A day will 
come when men will hang the trumpet 
in the hall and study war no more. But 


what I would have you und@NGREGA THOM AL AI BRARY y Proclamation in 1799, 
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we must look for that. When that great 
day comes, as come it will, the govern- 
ment of the nations will no longer be in 
the hands of men.” So ideal conditions 
for this old earth must come down, not 
up. Men cannot build them up; only 
God can send them down when he sends 
his Son again, this time not to suffer but 
to reign. And all the God-given signs 
tell us that He is coming soon. 
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A Governor's 


Christian Proclamation 

Truly Christian proclamations are 
all too rare from earth’s rulers today. 
Yet they have not ceased. Connecticut’s 
Governor Cross recently made a re- 
remarkable utterance in his annual Fast 
Day Proclamation, setting aside April 
15 as a day of fasting and prayer. It 
reminds one of that great Christian 
document from another Connecticut 
Governor, Jonathan ‘Trumbull, his 


ScHoot Trwes of November 10, 1934, 
from the original printing (in posses- 
sion of the Editor). The Proclamation 
of Governor Cross, for which all Amer- 
ican Christians may well thank God and 
take courage, is as follows: 

“In remembrance of the day when the 
world passed through the deep shadow 
of the Cross toward the coming glorious 
Resurrection, on the third dawning light, 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
I appoint Friday, the 15th day of April, 
next, as a day of fasting and prayer. 

“I call upon the people of our state 
to observe this day, in their homes and 
in public places of worship, and to pon- 
der again the truth taught by the Great 
Master that for Man and Nature alike 
there is life in death and that in His 
service there is perfect freedom for the 
living. 

“It is written: ‘God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’ ” 
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Finding That God's Will Is Best 


OME years ago an earnest Chris- 
S tian worker was staying as guest 

at the headquarters of the China 
Inland Mission in London. He had been 
much exercised about going to China, 
and he had come to London to talk over 
the matter. 

One day after lunch he strayed into 
the drawing room of the house, and 
found that he was followed by a young 
lady who had been sitting near him at 
table. In a minute he discovered she 
was in great trouble, as her tears testi- 
fied. He learned she had offered to go 
as a missionary to China, but was turned 
down owing to the state of her health. 
Our friend was a ready sympathizer, and 
he soon reminded her that if it was the 
Lord’s will that she should go to be 
his witness in China no power on earth 
could stand in her way. 

To help her he brought to her notice 
Madame Guyon’s beautiful hymn, No. 
228 in “Hymns of Consecration and 
Faith,” used at the Keswick Convention. 
The first verse runs: 

All scenes alike engaging prove 
To souls impressed with sacred love; 


Where’er they dwell, they dwell in Thee, 


In heav’n, in earth, or on the sea. 


Our friend pointed out that the teach- 
ing of the hymn, which he repeated for 









her, was that the first thing to be sought 
in the life of the believer was fellow- 
ship, secret and absorbing, with God. 
Our condition and location were all sec- 
ondary. One verse drew a picture of 
complete resignation to the will of God 
and seemed peculiarly applicable to the 
case of this poor disappointed soul: 
While place we seek, or place we shun, 
The soul finds happiness in none; 
But with my God to guide my way, 
’Tis equal joy to go or stay. 

It was a pleasure for our friend to 
remind her that “the steps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord,” that he 
has clearly promised to direct our paths 
if we but acknowledge him, that is, seek 
for his guidance, that he knows the end 
as well as the beginning, that he work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his 
own will, and that no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly, that his own will contained only 
good for her, and it was now for her to 
yield her will to his will and wait in 
faith till he revealed what his will for 
her might be. 

The friend went on to point out to 
her that there is a verse in the Bible 
that would show her what was her right 
course in order to ascertain what was 
God’s will for her. It was Romans 12: 
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1, 2, where Paul wrote, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice .. . that ye may prove [or, 
learn by experience] what is that good, 
and well-pleasing, and perfect, will of 
God.” As our friend reasoned with her 
she was comforted. He commended her 
to God in prayer and parted from her 
feeling that God had led him across her 
.path to cheer and comfort her. 

What was the sequel, as he discov- 
ered afterward? This good sister gladly 
accepted the situation as nursemaid to 
a couple of missionaries who were re- 
turning to Shanghai with three little 
children. She was glad to go as an 
honorary helper, and with a light heart, 
conscious of Christ’s leading presence. 
After a year in this congenial ministry 
it was found that the air of China suited 
her complaint, and she became quite 
strong and healthy. The China Inland 
Mission was then glad to welcome her 
into its ranks. 
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As for the friend whom God used. as 
his instrument to guide and counsel her, 
he did not go to the foreign field after 
all. God had another purpose for him. 
Family circumstances stood in the way 
of his leaving England. In the home- 
land he became an honorary helper in 
another missionary society, working in 
a different quarter of the world. Since 
the incident referred to he has been a 
channel of blessing in raising many 
thousands of dollars to send and main- 
tain other workers in far off lands. 

If any reader of this short article is 
troubled and anxious to know God’s will 
and design as to where and how he 
might be employed in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, let him follow the command in 
Romans 12:1, 2. This is the first step, — 
to yield our bodies, that is, all our fac- 
ulties, to God, who will then, but in his 
own time and way, reveal what is his 
will for these bodies of ours and make 
his way straight before our face (Psa. 
5:8). 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Mercy Killings, War, Murder, 
and Capital Punishment 


I read with considerable interest the 
editorial note on “Merciless Mercy Kili- 
ings,” in the February 19 number of the 
TIMEs. 


I was especially impressed by the sen- 
tence stating that “the taking of human 
life is absolutely forbidden in God's Word 
except in war, and in governmental pun- 
ishment, for murder,” and in the state- 
ment that the divine ordinance quoted 
from Genesis 9:5, 6, had never been re- 
pealed. 


My argument is not for the adoption of 


euthanasia (so-called “mercy killing’’) or 
capital punishment; but some folks have 
been so bold of late as to declare that 
modern warfare is simply legalized mass 
murder; and some folks add the words 
“for private profit.” Perhaps these folks 
are mistaken and the guilt of taking hu- 
man life is determined by the cut of 
clothes a man is wearing (whether a 
military uniform or not) at the time the 
killing takes place. 


If a couple of Japanese, Spanish, Amer- 
ican, or any other aviators go aloft and 
drop bombs that kill and maim not alone 
enemy soldiers, but “enemy” women and 
children and helpless aged, are they ab- 
solved from the guilt of murder while 
a surgeon who could painlessly put a 
hopelessly torn victim out of his agony 
would be a murderer? If the two avia- 
tors in question should engage in a 
quarrel upon their return to earth, and 
one should kill the other, there is no 
doubt in my mind that those in military 
command would have a murder trial on 
their hands. If on the other hand they 
should return to civilian life and be 
caught stealing a loaf of bread to feed 
themselves or their dependents, how 
would our or God's law classify them? 
“Thou shalt not steal’—except in an 
emergency. “Thou shalt not kill’ — ex- 
cept in war. 


I am conscientiously looking for truth- 
ful enlightenment on this question which 
the article raised in my mind, and per- 
haps you can refer to Scripture that will 
reveal -a new angle on the subject.—A 
Michigan reader. 


The question is not nearly so difficult 
or involved as the Michigan reader’s 


letter would suggest. So-called “mercy 
killing,” or euthanasia, is a monstrous 
sin in which man makes the insolent 
assumption that he is more merciful 
than God and assumes the awful respon- 
sibility of ending human life deliber- 
ately, in cold blood, perhaps thereby 
robbing the sufferer of a blessing that 
God can send only through suffering. 
Euthanasia is not only a rejection of the 
Scripture, it is man’s assuming a divine 
right without any divine authority. It 
is therefore abhorrent to those who ac- 
cept the Bible as God’s Word, “the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice.” It 
is plainly forbidden in the command- 
ment, “Thou shalt not kill” (Exod. 20: 
13). 

But the Bible must always be inter- 
preted by. the Bible,—any Scripture 
must be understood and interpreted in 
the light of other Scripture that deals 
with the same subject. So the Sixth 
Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” is 
necessarily interpreted and qualified by 
two other principles plainly stated in 
Scripture, one having to do with di- 
vinely authorized and commanded kill- 
ing in capital punishment, the other hav- 
ing to do with killing in war. It is 
significant, and settles with finality the 
question of euthanasia, that no Scrip- 
ture authorizes killing from the stand- 
point of “mercy” when a human being 
is suffering from disease or physical in- 
jury. 

Capital punishment was ordained of 
God after the flood in an ordinance 
which God gave Noah, the human head 
at that time of the entire human race, 
and which God has never repealed: 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed: for in the image 
of God made he man” (Gen. 9:6). As 
the Scofield Reference Bible tells us, 
humanity after the flood was subjected 
to a new test: “Its distinctive feature is 


(Continued on page 285) 
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The Prize Awards 




















HE completed list of awards of 

prizes offered by THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times for the best articles on certain 
practical topics in Sunday school work 
is now announced. As before stated, 118 
or more manuscripts were received from 
readers in 35 states and provinces of 
North America and two foreign coun- 
tries. The first prize in each case was 
twenty dollars, the second, fifteen dol- 
lars. Upon only one of the seven topics 
a second prize was not awarded as there 
was no candidate for this. THe SuNDAY 
ScHooL Times is grateful to its readers 
for their large and valued response, and 
it congratulates the Times Family on 
the remarkably useful methods of work 
that are being brought before them in 
these articles. In addition to the thir- 
teen prize articles, many others not re- 
ceiving prizes have been retained for 
publication and will appear from time 
to time. 


How We Are Increasing Our 
Enrollment and Attendance 
First Prize: Faith R. Williams, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. (published Feb. 12). 
SeconD Prize: Charlotte Churchward, 
Tacoma, Wash. (published Feb. 12). 


How Soul-Winning Is Put First in 
Our Sunday School 
First Prize: Vivian D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. (published Mar. 12). 
SEconp Prize: Evaline D. Green, Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. (published Mar. 26). 


How the Spiritual Life of Our School 
Is Cared for and Deepened 
First Prize: Faith R. Williams, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


SEconp Prize: Vivian D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


Overcoming the Dropping Out of 
Boys and Girls 
First Prize: E. T. Reeves, Vancouver, 
B.C. 


SEcoNnD Prize: Helen M. Swain, Mere- 
dith, N. H. 


Making Trained Teachers in 
All Our Departments 
First Prize: Mrs. E. P. Barrett, Minne- 
apokis, Minn. 
SEcoND PrizE: No second article sub- 
mitted on this subject. 


Mastering the Bible in 
All Our Classes 
First Prize: Vivian D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. (published Mar. 19). 
SEconD Prize: Mrs. John A. Braith- 


waite, Ferndale, Wash. (published Mar. 
12). 


The Greatest Encouragement I Ever 
Had in My Sunday School Work 
First Prize: D. S. Lane, Hopkins, 
Minn. 


SEcoND PrizE: Elizabeth Chase, Mer- 
riam, Kans. : 
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The Mirage of a Unified World Church 


And other vain hopes held before a world dying of thirst By Louis Ss. Bauman, D.D. 























Kagawa, toured the United States 

and was almost idolized in the 
churches everywhere he went. You can 
do nothing more unpopular than to in- 
timate that he might be classed as one 
of the “angels of light.” But, what is 
the evidence? THe SunDAY ScHOOL TIMES 
has brought it out fully and convinc- 
ingly (issues of Nov. 16, 1935; Feb. 8, 22, 
Aug. 22, Oct. 10, 1936).1 In his book, 
“The Religion of Jesus,” Kagawa writes: 


Peixseaws, the famous Japanese, 


The true meaning of redemption is that 
Jesus apologized to God for all the sins and 
failures of mankind, taking responsibility 
for them on himself. 


Think that over,—‘“Jesus apologized 
to God for all the sins and failures of 
mankind”! ‘“Angel-of-light” language 
for a polite denial of the plain fact that 
Jesus Christ took the sinner’s place upon 
the accursed tree, and paid the price 
of sin, and thereby met the demands of 
eternal justice, — “the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die.” Jesus Christ never apolo- 
gized for sin. He atoned for sin! 


Denying the Bodily Resurrection 


Again, Kagawa wrote of the resurrec- 
tion: 


We do not know in what form the resur- 
rection did come. Whether it was in the 
flesh as the Gospels teach, or in the spir- 
itual body as Paul tells us; it makes no 
dimerence. Anyway, Jesus was truly re- 
vived in the hearts of his disciples. Here 
is the beginning of Christianity. If you 
want to take it as a superstition, you may 
take it so. . . . The disciples believed that 
Jesus revived in the flesh when they them- 
selves revived spiritually. 


Well, at least one of his disciples de- 
manded more than his own “spiritual 
revival” as the basis for belief in the 
resurrection. How reads the record? 


* 

The first day of the week . . . came Jesus 
and ... shewed unto them his hands and 
his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord. . . . But Thomas, 
one of the.twelve, called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jesus came. The other 
disciples therefore said unto him, We have 
seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 
Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe. And after eight 
days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith 
he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and 
be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered and said unto him, My 
Lord and my God! Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed (John 20: 
19-29). 


Nothing short of the actual flesh of 
Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 





1There is a limited number of the first 
two articles in one pamphlet. The leaflet 
may be had at 5 cents postpaid from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Where the desert stretches away 
to the horizon with intolerable 
brightness, and the sun burns down 
from a sky unrelieved by any cloud, 
travelers sometimes see a shimmer- 
ing expanse that looks like cool, re- 
freshing water. But as the travelers 
plod on it fades away, leaving noth- 
ing but the burning sand. So it is 
in the world today. False guides 
are pointing to imaginary oases, 
where there is imaginary food and 
drink to appease the only too real 
hunger and thirst of men. 

In last week’s issue Dr. Bauman 
showed how Modernist ministers are 
denying the infallibility of the Bible, 
the blood atonement, and the di- 
vinely given ordinances of the 
Church. In this concluding article 
he tells how two well known teach- 
ers are denying the resurrection of 
the body and the Second Coming, 
and proposing a great World Church. 
But Dr. Bauman turns the reader 
back to that fount of Living Water, 
the Bible, where every one that 
thirsteth may come to the waters, 
and where he that hath no money 
may—by one of God’s glorious 
paradoxes—‘“buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.” 








caused these men to believe that death 
had lost its victory. And, moreover, if 
Jesus Christ did not arise in the very 
flesh that became his through the vir- 
gin’s womb, then the whole Pentecost 
message of Peter was based on a false 
affirmation; for therein he affirmed that 
“neither his [Christ’s] flesh did see cor- 
ruption” because God had sworn with 
an oath to David “that of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne” 
(Acts 2:22-31). If Jesus Christ did not 
arise from the dead in the body in which 
he suffered and died, then again, not 
only do words have no meaning but the 
Scriptures must be forever of uncertain 
interpretation, and no sure foundation 
can the soul find upon which to rest its 
hope of eternal life. ‘The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is fundamental truth 
(Rom. 10:8-10). 


Marxism in Gospel Clothing 


The man who would betray the hopes 
that enable the weary children of men 
to fall asleep at nightfall with the same 
abiding confidence that a babe falls 
asleep at eventide upon its mother’s 
breast is an apostle of Satan, even 
though he be a most worshipful “saint” 
in all the apostate churches of the earth. 
The churches may be deceived by such 
as he, but the world is not. Paul Hutch- 
inson, writing in Atlantic Monthly on 
the subject, “Kagawa:  Proletarian 
Saint,” speaks of the “present Kagawa 
fad” and closes his article by saying: 


He often couches his most radical social 
ideas in a mystical phraseology which still 
employs the familiar terms of orthodox 
piety. Exactly so! This is the method 
whereby Satan’s emissaries would fool the 
saints! Thus the Baptist Fundamentalist 
of the deep South hears Kagawa talking 
about “the Cross,’ “the Saving Blood,” or 
“the Atonement,” and goes away “edified,” 
while all the time the Japanese evangelist 
has been trying to drive home a concep- 
tion of human solidarity, of the necessity 
of sacrificing the privilege of the few to 
gain the welfare of many, which even a 
Marxist would recognize as proletarian 
Gospel. 


Kagawa may fool ecclesiastic scho- 
lastic simpletons, but it is evident that 
he is not fooling men of the world or 
his Marxian kith and kin! 

Another “apostle of Christ” looked 
upon by tens of thousands of professed 
Christians as an outstanding “angel of 
light” left his mission field in India and 
toured America recently under the aus- 
pices of the “National Preaching Mis- 
sion.” He represents another dogma of 
the Modernistic “apostles of Christ.” His 
hope for mankind rests in a huge unified 
Church. “The next step in Christendom 
is for all churches to come together,” 
he declares. But a few months ago he 
was greeted with “repeated rounds of 
applause” as he proposed the establish- 
ment of a single Church, created by all 
denominations becoming but branches 
and retaining their individual names 
only as identifications of groups within 
the one great Church. 


An Ecclesiastical Utopia 


In his final address before leaving 
America Dr. Jones said: “In regard to 
the doctrinal basis on which this unity 
would be founded, I would suggest that 
that basis be simple—as simple and 
yet as profound as Christ made it. He 
founded his Church on the confession 
that he was the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. ... Any group that would 
confess that confession could be recog- 
nized as a branch.” ; 

That sounds good; but we are won- 
dering if that basis alone would not per- 
mit the acceptance of some very “un- 
clean spirits” as branches of this unified 
Church. Do we not read: “And un- 
clean spirits, when they saw him, fell 
down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God’? 

Dr. Edgar DeWitt Jones, President of 
the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, in a tribute to Dr. 
Jones on the night when this farewell 
address was made, said: 

The spirited preaching of Dr. Stanley 
Jones in connection with the National 
Preaching Mission sent a singing wind across 


the nation that has blown everybody some 
good. 


Rather a doubtful tribute! Neverthe- 
less, if they will have it so, then be it 
so, —“a singing wind” it was! But Dr. 
E. Stanley Jones only reaffirmed a pre- 
vious statement of Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, 








284 * 


erstwhile president of that spiritually 
defunct politico-religious organization of 
“angels of light” known as the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica. He said: 

The Protestant Churches must first unite. 
Then a Catholic Protestant Church could 
meet the Greek Catholic Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church and work out a 
plan for a World Christian Church. That 
ought to come some day; and, we have 
conferences and groups at work on plans 
which are influential. 

“A World Christian Church’! Well 
phrased indeed! And yet untrue! A 
“World Church” cannot be Christian. 
But what they propose is just that,—a 
thing of this world. The Lord Jesus 
said: “They [the members of My 
church] are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world” (John 17:14). And 
the Scriptures are not silent concerning 
a “World Church.” Nearly 2,000 years 
ago this very scheme was revealed. What 
thinking Protestant does not know, if a 
union is once effected with the Church 
of Rome, who will be the head of that 
church? Verily when that is accom- 
plished, “We can speak to a world seek- 
ing unity,” for that great “harlot” (Ec- 
clesiasticism) shall ride “the beast” 
(compare Rev. 17:3). We also know 
that “the beast ... shall hate the whore” 
and hurl her from his back, and destroy 
her utterly (see Rev. 17:16). Then the 
unified body of ecclesiastical corruption 
shall be commanded to worship the 
beast, who “opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God” (2 Thess. 2:4): Then 
with this very idea in mind, with a uni- 
fied “church” at his feet, the Antichrist 
will allow no worship save that of him- 
self, and “as many as would not worship 
the image of the beast should be killed” 
(Rev. 13:15). ° 

Yes, the unifying of all religions, espe- 
cially those called “Christian” into one 
body, preparing an organization to be 
taken over by the Antichrist when he 
shall appear, is another of the activities 
of Satan’s “angels of light” in the time 
of the end. 

Another doctrine hated and despised 
of these “angels. of light” who pose as 
“apostles of Christ” is the doctrine of 
our Lord’s return. How natural, :— how 
to be expected,—it is that they should 
hate the thought of the actual presence 
again on this earth of the Lord of glory. 
Satan and all his “angels” and “apostles” 
know well that his Coming will seal 
their doom. Therefore among such this 
thought of Christ’s return to this earth 
is universally despised, and is the sub- 
ject for continual scoffing. Even so, the 
apostle Peter said it would be: “Know- 
ing this first, that there shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming?” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4.) 

Kagawa wrote: “Even though there 
are folks who talk continually about 
Christ’s second coming, it will not do 
to believe them; their emphasis is a mis- 
taken one.” Well, who placed more em- 
phasis on “the blessed hope” than God’s 
own chosen voice to proclaim his salva- 
tion to the Gentiles, the apostle Paul? 

The Rev. Cleveland Kleihauer, D.D., 
while president of the Federation of 
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Protestant Churches of Los Angeles, 
wrote for the Los Angeles Times (Oct. 
20, 1935): “I don’t believe that God is 
interested in the fantastical, spectacular, 
or pyrotechnic second coming of Jesus. 
He is with us whenever we call upon 
him.” So say they all. 

Whatever else Modernists may or may 
not believe, the doctrine of our Lord’s 
return stands, in which he will keep the 
promise he so clearly made to his dis- 
ciples. The believer will continue, as he 
ever must, to be “looking for that 
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blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us” (Titus 
2:13, 14). His prayer until that day will 
remain: “Come, come quickly, Lord 
Jesus.” The last recorded promise our 
Lord ever made to men was: “Surely 
I come quickly.” And until he shall 
make good that promise the true lover 
of the Lord will ever cry out, as of old: 
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22: 20). 


Lone Beacu, CAtir. 








How They Earned Seven 


A plan that plants the seed of the 
ord in the children's hearts 








Days at a Summer Camp 


By G. A. Field Childnon' Bitle balcsion 














HEN the 1937 summer camps of 
W Children’s Bible Mission 

were over, a harvest of precious 
souls had been reaped. Country chil- 
dren from rural public schools having 
memorized three hundred verses of the 
Bible were entitled to seven days at our 
Christian camps. Four separate camps 
were held last summer. 

Wonderful days_ they proved to be. 
One of our devoted workers wrote: 
“Have just returned from a _ glorious 
week at camp, and I mean just that, a 
glorious week. What a privilege it was 
to help guide those little feet in the way 
of salvation! At first, their little faces 
seemed blank, but were just radiant 
toward the end.” 

We asked the boys and girls at our 
various camps to write letters to friends 
who had sent financial assistance toward 
their camp expense. A boy writes: “I 
thank you for making it possible for me 
to come to camp. The Lord-has saved 
me. I am going to pray and read my 
Bible every day. I certainly enjoyed 
the eats and swimming.” 

Another convert writes: “I for one in 
this camp want to thank you for giving 
us the privilege to come here. I was 
saved on Monday night, August 9, and 
I’m really glad of it, and I intend to go 
on with the Lord. There were eleven 
girls in our cabin and the cabin leader 
made twelve. All the girls were saved 
except one, and she said that she didn’t 
want to be saved. We asked her if she 
wanted to go to Heaven, and she said she 
didn’t care where she went. Of course 
we all know that she didn’t know what 
she was talki:g about, so every one in 
the camp prayed for her. On the night 
of August 14, while we were having our 
cabin devotions, our cabin leader asked 
us to pray. This girl that I am telling 
about started praying, and she was 





As Mr. Field says in this article, 
child evangelism seems to be laid 
increasingly on the hearts of Chris- 
tian people. Many readers would 
doubtless like to have a share in the 
support of the work described in 
this article. Gifts may be sent to 
the Children’s Bible Mission, 112% 
S. Tennessee Street, Lakeland, Fla. 











saved. We certainly were having a swell 
time. We looked out the door, and all 
the workers at the camp were listening 
to us. And they were happy because 
their prayers were answered. And that 
girl is living for the Lord, for which I 
am glad. 

“We girls in our cabin had a magazine 
which we read until we saw some one 
coming. Then when we got through with 
it we would hide it. But after we were 
all saved we could not rest for thinking 
about that book. So we confessed that 
we had it, and took it out of the cabin 
and burned it up, and we certainly did 
feel better afterwards. 

“T like this camp very much, although 
it’s my first year. I intend by the help 
of the Lord to come back next year. 

“IT also love my cabin leader, she cer- 
tainly is sweet. Every one loves her. 
I’ve enjoyed all of the meetings here. 
They were really good. Will have to 
close, as I must go to the morning serv- 
ice.” 

Most of the children were more or less 
afraid to go home to their unsaved par- 
ents; although some of them had believ- 
ing fathers and mothers who had been 
trying to lead them to the Lord for some 
time. We can imagine their joy when 
the son or daughter returned home 
saved! Truly, “The word of God is 
quick, and powerful,” or as .the margin 
reads, “living and operative.” 

Another trophy of God’s grace testi- 
fies: “I know that I Would have never 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
personal Saviour if I hadn’t had the 
chance to come... I didn’t realize that 
Jesus died for me until it was taught 
here at this camp. And God. touched my 
heart, I am so glad. I have heard peo- 
ple describe our future home. One thing 
I'm glad to say that. we will have no 
dirt roads to travel. The streets are 
paved with gold. Our cabin leader has 
meant so much to me. She knew just 
what to talk to me about, after I was 
saved.” 

Many of our children came from very 
poor homes, some were undernourished 
both in soul and body. The cooks and 
the food were evidently appreciated, as 
may be seen by the following: “I thank 
you for providing the money that we 
may be at camp. I have accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ for my Saviour. I 
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thank you for the eats, and the cooks 
that cooked it.” 

A boy writes: “TI came to camp un- 
saved, and I thank the Lord for going 
back saved. I enjoyed all the good things 
I had to eat and the swimming.” 

For the benefit of those unfamiliar 
with this work, it may be said that the 
Children’s Bible Mission was organized 
just two and a half years ago for the 
purpose of taking the Gospel into the 
rural day schools of the South, where 
the door is wide open. Our plan offers 
country children seven days without 
charge in our Christian camps, if they 
will memorize three hundred verses 
from the Bible. Our workers visit these 
schools and offer to give Gospels of John 
for memorizing just one verse. When a 
child receives the Gospel he finds a slip 
of paper pasted under the cover which 
reads: “We will give you a New Testa- 
ment for memorizing the following 
twenty-five verses in the Gospel of 
John.” Thus in a few days a New Tes- 
tament is earned and again the pupil 
sees listed twenty-five more verses, 
which when memorized entitle him to a 
Moody Colportage booklet. This child 
now has fifty verses of God’s Word in 
his mind when this booklet comes into 
his possession. It is read with eager- 
ness, and the way of salvation is made 
plain in story form. 

So the plan progresses. For fifty more 
verses a handsome wall motto is 
awarded, and for another hundred 
verses, a Bible. Finally one more set of 
a hundred verses, a total of three hun- 
dred verses, and seven glorious days at 
camp have been earned! 

It is thrilling to realize that thou- 
sands of public school teachers in our 
great Southland are willing to co-oper- 
ate in allowing this mission to preach 
the Gospel in their schools and put in 
operation its Bible memory plan. 

A teacher wrote: “We have done a 
great thing. May 14, ere the contest 
ended, we had twelve pupils memorize 
verses entitling them to camp, and we 
teachers of this school learned every 
verse as we taught them.” * 

Many similar letters have given us a 
new vision, and that is to hold Bible 
conferences especially for the benefit of 
these public school teachers. How im- 
portant, since they are the daily guides 
and counselors of the youth of our 
land! 

“The coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh,” and who knows but what the 
salvation of so many of these young 
lives may make up the number neces- 
sary to complete his Body, the Bride. 
The Holy Spirit is placing the respon- 
sibility of child evangelism upon the 
hearts of Christians as never before, for 
which we thank God. Many Christians 
see this. One donor recently wrote: 
“The Spirit of God is blessing this work, 
and I want to be in on it.” 

Our practical and economical plan has 
been signally blessed by God. The cost 
of providing the necessary prizes earned 
during the year for a school of one hun- 
dred and fifty pupils was $37.50. Eternal 
results are sure from the distribution of 
God’s Word, for the Lord has promised: 
“So shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void. but it shall accomplish 
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that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereunto I sent it” (isa. 
55:11). 

The Children’s Bible Mission has in 
two and a half years enrolled 800 pub- 
lic schools in Bible memory work, giv- 
ing out approximately 50,000 prizes for 
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memorizing Scripture, and holding six 
summer camps. We have been working 
in Florida, Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, and Virginia. Our aim is to 
interest several thousand public schools 
in the next few years. 

DEARBORN, MICH. 














Mercy Killings and Capital Punishment 


Continued from ‘*‘ Notes on Open Letters’’ on the second page 














the institution, for the first time, of 
human government — the government of 
man by man. The highest function of 
government is the judicial taking of life. 
All other governmental powers are im- 
plied in that.” The divinely ordained 
law of capital punishment, entrusted to 
and enjoined upon men, is confirmed 
and reiterated in the New Testament for 
this present dispensation of grace, or 
Church Age, when the Holy Spirit com- 
mands: “Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever there- 
fore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God... for he [the ruler] 
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is 
the minister of God, a revenger to ex- 
ecute wrath upon him that doeth evil” 
(Rom. 13:1-4). The sword is the symbol 


of punishment by execution. Every at- - 


tempt, therefore, no matter how earnest 
and sincere, to do away with capital 
punishment is an attempt to do away 
with the law of God. 

When Tue SunDAy ScHooLt TIMES made 
the statement that “the taking of hu- 
man life is absolutely forbidden in God’s 
Word except in war and in governmen- 
tal punishment for murder,” it did not 
mean that all war is right. Most wars 
are wrong. James settles this by in- 
spiration when he says: “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts 
that war in your members? Ye lust, 
and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, 
and cannot obtain” (Jas. 4:1, 2). But 
the pacifist makes the mistake of assum- 
ing that war, in and of itself, is neces- 
sarily unrighteous and never has been 
or can be righteous. If this were so 
we should need a new Bible, for large 
portions of the inspired and inerrant 
Scriptures plainly declare that God has 
commanded men to go to war. In other 
words, there is such a thing as right- 
eous war, and such a thing as unright- 
eous war; the Bible plainly distinguishes 
between them, and we must do so if we 
are true to God’s Word. 

In Old Testament times God told Is- 
rael repeatedly to war against her ene- 
mies and destroy them. Shortly before 
Moses’ death God commanded a right- 
eous war: “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Avenge the children of 
Israel of the Midianites. ... And they 
warred against the Midianites, as the 
Lord commanded Moses; and they slew 
all the males” (Num. 31:1-7). Many 
other Old Testament passages tell us of 
righteous and divinely commanded war, 
as in Deuteronomy 20; Joshua 1:5; 8:1, 2; 


11:18-20. To the first king of Israel came 
God’s word through Samuel _ the 
prophet: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I remember that which Amalek did to 
Israel, how he laid wait for him in the 
way, when he came up from Egypt. Now 
go and smite Amalek, and utterly de- 
stroy all that they have, and spare them 
not; but slay both man and woman, in- 
fant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass” (1 Sam. 15:2, 3). King Saul 
did not obey God completely but spared 
the life of the king of the Amalekites, 
and God said to Samuel: “It repenteth 
me that I have set up Saul to be king: 
for he is turned back from following me, 
and hath not performed my command- 
ments.” We must remember that the 
heathen inhabitants of Canaan and other 
countries in that day were so completely 
given over to incorrigible, monstrous, 
and perverted sins that they were a 
cancer spot in the human race, threaten- 
ing mankind with spiritual and physical 
destruction, and God’s command to 
destroy them was like the action of a 
surgeon cutting out malignant, destruc- 
tive tissue from a human body in order 
to save the rest of the body. 

Moreover, we know that when Christ 
comes again to reign over this earth he 
will, in the battle of Armageddon, wage 
war against men, and there will be com- 
plete destruction of vast armies of men, 
gathered together under kings of the 
earth, who will have been attempting to 
destroy God’s people the Jews and take 
Jerusalem. This is plainly set forth in 
Revelation 19, and in such Old Testa- 
ment prophetic passages as Zechariah -12, 
and 14:1-3, and Isaiah 63: 1-6. 

That war may be righteous, therefore, 
divinely commanded and directed under 
certain circumstances, is plain from the 
Scriptures. That most war is unright- 
eous and sinful is equally plain from the 
Scriptures and from history, past and 
present. Whether the Christian in this 
present age of grace should obey his 
nation’s call to war is a question that 
each individual Christian must settle for 
himself in the light of what he under- 
stands to be God’s will revealed in 
Scripture. But the divine righteousness 
of war when God directs it, and divinely 
directed capital punishment for mur- 
der, are Scriptural teachings which show 
that the Sixth Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not kill,” refers to individual mur- 
der and not to the taking of human life 
in accordance with Scriptural command. 
Euthanasia, or “mercy killing,” is never 
authorized of God and is a defiance and 
rejection of his plainly revealed will. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


A few of the letters and answers in 
this department which are of special 
interest to young people are pub- 
lished from time to time in CuRIs- 
TIAN YouTH, the TIMES weekly paper 
for children and young people. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I presume young ladies 
rather than young men write to you, so I 
have the honor of breaking that precedent. 
This writer happens to be a young man of 
twenty-five. 

I have the habit of listening to WMBI every 
chance I get— which is Saturday afternoons. 
I have been listening to your program every 
week at 4 o’clock, and strange as it may seem, 
I enjoy them very much, especially the tes- 
timonies and letters you read. They convince 
me that there must be somé young ladies 
left who sincerely believe in the one God 
in three Persons, to whom God is not just 
a word, or who go to church on Sundays 
because it happens to be custom. I myself 
believe in God, not because of my religious, 
private, academic, and collegiate training, but 
because of faith and conviction. 

I have been looking for a young lady who 
shares my belief, but to this day I haven't 
found one. To be sure I have met a number 
with outward appearance of religious beliefs, 
but that is all. Is it possible that I am ask- 
ing for too much? Is it asking too much of a 
young girl nowadays to have a genuine living 
belief and trust in God? The ironic part of 
my experience is that I have had no difficulty 
in becoming acquainted with a number of 
them. I have been acceptable to them for 
one reason or another, but not one of them 
could satisfy my only condition. Their faith 
was a surface condition, easily to be rubbed 
off, and peeling. 

I ask your advice. When you advise me, 
you are advising an orphan who has fought 
hard but clean, and succeeded .in studies as 
well as work, but this problem, the really 
important one, has me at a standstill. 


EAR MR. Your letter is be- 

fore me, and, strange as it may 
seem, there are many men and boys who 
have written me their problems, and it 
seems natural to have you come with 
the others. Perhaps my being reared 
with five brothers makes it seem natural. 
I like your letter, and feel you are sin- 
cere and true to the thoughts you have 
expressed. 

Yes, there are many girls who are 
true and staunch in their faith as you 
are. I know many girls who have given 
up all their own desires, to be true to 
their Lord. They have made the con- 
secration of Romans 12, and, being trans- 
formed, they will not turn back, even 
though they are not having an easy 
way in life. Indeed, they. have given 
their plans for life over to God, and are 
living true where they are, to the glory 
of God. You know, down in the heart 
of the true womanly girl, there is the 
desire for home, children, and love. God 
has given this desire to her, and she is 
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ready to sacrifice anything, rather than 
give up her ideal. 

I wish you would get a book called 
“Under Whose Wings,” by Zenobia Bird.1 
It will help you to see there are others 
walking with the Master and waiting 
for their prayers to be answered. 

This question of love is one in which 
Heaven is greatly interested. And if 
you will be patient, and ask for this 
one whom God has for you, one of these 
days you will meet, and you will have 
the peculiar, beautiful love which comes 
from God himself, and which cannot 
be manufactured by man or woman. 

I often state in my talks and letters 
that which is my belief, that God brings 
to pass marriages of his own planning, 
just as surely as he has designed that 
the birds of the air mate. You never see 
a blackbird nesting with a humming 
bird, or a robin with a sparrow, or a 
starling with a blue jay. No, each with 
its kind, and there are no mistakes. God 
gives them the knowledge of following 
his plan and law, and so I believe he 
will mate the man and woman, if they 
will permit him, and then comes the 
joy which is beyond describing! 

Marriage can be and is intended to be 
a heaven on earth, and if it is not all 
God meant it to be, then it is confusion, 
unhappiness, endurance, lives lived as 
never was intended by God. He insti- 
tuted the family life, and it is a won- 
derful experience which we may have 
if we follow his leading. He makes no 
mistakes, but you see we are too often 
Jed away by passion, money, worldly 
attractions, and we turn our backs on 
the greatest blessing God has for us be- 
cause we follow our own choice. 

My dear young man, hold to your 
position, and if you as yet have not 
found one who has the depth in the mys- 
teries of the God above, hold steady and 
ask much from One who has it in his 
heart to place you where you may have 
the joy which he has planned for you. 
Oh, I have seen it, experienced it, and 
know it is for us, if we hold true to God 
who knows how to “bring it to pass.” 
Never lower your standards. Keep them 
high and safe in the Father’s hands. He 
is the Guide who can give you the 
Rachel of old or the Sarah of Abraham; 
and with the choice of God, you will 
know love and all that follows in the 
ideal life, with “two souls which do beat 
as one.” And when you find her, who 
is His choice, you will find you will 
love the Lord first and best, and she 
likewise will so love him. Get the story 
of John and Betty Stam 2, and read the 
example of this life as expressed in 
their experience. 

“For woman is not undevelopt man, 
But @iverse: 

‘Not like to like, but like in difference, 

Yet in the long years liker must they grow 

*Til at the last she set herself to man, 

Like perfect music unto noble words, 


Distinct in individualities, 
But like each other ev’n as those who love.” 





1“Under Whose Wings.’”’ By Zenobia Bird. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, $1.50.) 

2“The Triumph of John and Betty Stam.” 
By Mrs. Howard Taylor. (China Inland Mis- 
sion, 237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia, paper 
40 cents, cloth 75 cents.) 
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A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Jesus said unto him, If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth (Mark 9:23). 


HE particle to, before “if thou canst 

believe,” is not translated. It refers 
back to what the distracted father had 
said, “If thou canst do, ti, any thing.” 
Our Lord replied, “to, This, is the im- 
portant thing,” namely, “If thou canst 
believe,” — “for all things, panta, [in 
contrast to “anything,” ti] are possible 
to him that believeth.” 


And they said, Moses suffered to 
write a bill of divorcement.... And 
Jesus answered . .. For the hard- 
ness of your heart he wrote you this 
precept (Mark 10:4, 5). 


BILL of divorcement is in the 
Greek, biblion apostasiou, a scroll or 
protocol of apostasy. The only other 
apostasy mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment is the “falling away” of 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:3, which accompanies the rev- 
elation of the son of perdition: “For 
that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that man 
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” 
Divorce involves no light or venial sin, 
any more than marriage is a matter of 
mere convenience. The one is the type 
of a great mystery, as Paul explains, of 
the union of Christ and his Church: the 
other a type of the great apostasy. 
One hears much in our day of sclerotic 
arteries as an indication of physical de- 
generation. The arteries become calci- 
fied and hardened. The Lord Jesus said 
of those who resorted to divorce that 
they had sklerocardia, “sclerotic hearts,” 
and this is too often true. 


What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder 
(Mark. 10:9). 


AUL in Ephesians 5:31 applies this 

passage to Christ and the Church: 
“For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh. This is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church.” In Romans 8:35 and 39 the 
word for “put asunder,” chorizei, again 
appears: “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ,” who shall sunder 
Christ and his Church, the bride of the 
Lamb? And in verse 39 the answer 
comes, “Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to sunder 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


And they brought young children 
to him, that he should touch them 
(Mark 10:13). 


ROSEPHERON, “brought,” has often 

the meaning of offering in sacrifice, 
dedicating gifts. These women were per- 
haps dedicating their children to Christ. 
He blessed them as gifts to himself. 
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LESSON 5. MAY 1. 








FOLLOWING VISION WITH SERVICE 
International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 9: 14-29 
Goiden Text.—All things are possible to him that believeth—Mark 9: 23b 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 9:14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great 
multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them 

15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were 
greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 

16 And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 

17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I 
have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him; and he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they 
could not. 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him 
unto me. 

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, 
straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and 
wallowed foaming. 

21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came 
unto him? And he said, Of a child. 

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the 
waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth. 

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said 
with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 
he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and 
deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more 
into him. 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of 
him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He 
is dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose. 

28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 9:14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a 
great multitude about them, and scribes questioning with them. 
15 And straightway all the multitude, when they saw him, were 
greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 16 And he 
asked them, What question ye with them? 17 And one of the 
multitude answered him, Teacher, I brought unto thee my son, 
who hath a dumb spirit; 18 and wheresoever it taketh him, it 
‘dasheth him down: and he foameth, and grindeth his teeth, 
and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should 
cast it out; and they were not able. 19 And he answereth them 
and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? 
how long shall I bear with you? bring him unto me. 20 And 
they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway 
the spirit tare him grievously; and he fell on the ground, and 
wallowed foaming. 21 And he asked his father, How long time 
is it since this hath come unto him? And he said, From a child. 
22 And oft-times it hath cast him both into the fire and into 
the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do anything, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 23 And Jesus said unto him, If 
thou canst! All things are possible to him that believeth. 24 
Straightway the father of the child cried out, and said*, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief. 25 And when Jesus saw that 
a multitude came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I command 
thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 26 And 
having cried out, and ?torn him much, he came out: and the boy 
became as one dead; insomuch that the more part said, He is 
dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him up; 
and he arose. 28 And when he was come into the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, * How is it that we could not cast 
it out? 29 And he said unto them, This kind can come out by 
nothing, save by prayer *. 

1Or, rendeth him. See Matt. 7:6. 2Or, convulsed. See 
chap. 1:26. *Many ancient authorities add with tears. ‘Or, 
saying, We could not cast it out. °Many ancient authorities 
add and fasting. 


him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 
29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, 


but by prayer and fasting. 


- The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T MUST have been easy to forget all 
| the misery and wretchedness that sin 

had brought into the world while 
in the mount with “Jesus only.” But 
the next day, when he who had been 
so wondrously transfigured descended 
again to the seething world below with 
his three specially favored companions, 
they came at once upon a reminder that 
the Kingdom was not yet fully displayed 
on earth. Satan’s power was still ex- 
ercised. Men were in bondage to sin, 
fear, disease, and unbelief. 

There at the foot of the mount of 
privilege was the poor, distressed father, 
pleading with the disciples for the de- 
liverance of his epileptic son (see Matt. 
17:15, R. V.). Receiving no help from 
them, he turned to the great Healer 
himself and received the reward of his 
faith. 

.Is not this too a picture of the bless- 
ing that will flow out to the whole world 
immediately following the manifestation 
of the Son of man in glory at his sec- 
ond advent? 

But there are also important moral 
and spiritual lessons for us, which we 
should be careful not to miss. True 
service for Christ and human:ty can 
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only flow from fellowship with God in 
secret. The man of prayer is the man 
of power. 


The Historical Setting 


The connection with the previous les- 
son is most intimate. The Lord and his 
three disciples remained on the mount 
all night and descended to the plain near 
the seaside the next day. They were 
probably again in the region of Czesarea 
Philippi. 

Verse by Verse 


Mark 9:14.—“A great multitude.” In 
the absence of the Lord Jesus a vast 
throng, mostly of curiosity-seekers, had 
gathered about the other nine disciples, 
evidently seeking from them some ex- 
planation of the purpose and program of 
their Master. 


Verse 15.—‘Greatly amazed.” Evi- 
dently there was that in the appearance 
of Jesus Christ which was unusual. Did 
some evidence of the glory of the trans- 
figuration still cling to him for a time, 
as in the case of Moses, whose face 
shone, though he wist it not? 


Verse 16—‘What question ye .. .?” 
He probed them as to the matters they 
had been discussing with the scribes 
and others in his absence. 


Verse 17.—I- brought my son. One was 
there with a heavy burden. His father- 
heart was torn with grief because of 


the sad condition of his only child (Luke 
9:38), who was an epileptic (Matt. 17: 
15, R. V.), as a result of direct demonic 
control. In his wretchedness (for he had 
a dumb spirit) he could not speak for 
himself. How good that he had a loving 
father who could plead for him! 


Verse 18.—The powerless disciples. 
Graphically the man describes the piti- 
ful condition of his darling son, and tells 
how the disciples, to whom he had ap- 
plied for help, were unable to do any- 
thing for him. Yet Christ had empow- 
ered them for just such service (3:14. 
15). But their faith did not rise to such 
a case as this. 


Verse 19.—“‘O faithless generation !” 
The Lord was grieved by this evidence 
of lack of confidence in his Word. His 
holy soul was distressed by their failure 
to recognize the readiness of God to de- 
liver. He directed that the youth be 
brought right to him. 


Verse 20.—“The spirit tare him.” In 
the presence of Christ, the demon, evi- 
dently angered and terrified, knowing 
his power was about to be broken, cast 
the lad into an epileptic state, where he 
wallowed, foaming, on the ground. It 
was a terrible experience, but one never 
to be repeated. 


Verse 21.—How long since? The Lord’s 


question manifested his kindly interest 
in the case, and was designed to put the 
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father’s heart at rest and to increase his 
confidence. 


Verse 22.—“If thou canst do any thing.” 
Patiently the man gave further particu- 
lars of the matter and then besought the 
Lord Jesus to help if he could. How 
pathetically he cried, “If thou canst do 
any thing, have compassion on us, and 
help us.” . 


Verse 23.—“All things are possible to 
him that believeth.” The punctuation in 
the Revised Version is very striking. 
Jesus exclaims, “If thou canst!” and 
then shows that it is not a question of 
his ability but of the faith of the peti- 
tioner. Nothing shall be impossible to 
a dauntless trust. 


Verse 24.—“I believe”! The father re- 
sponded in a way that revealed implicit 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
yet that manifested his lowliness and 
humility. 

Verses 25 and 26.—The child delivered. 
As the people came running to see what 
was about to transpire, Jesus Christ 
spoke the word of command that freed 
the boy from bondage to the evil spirit, 
whose malignity was manifested by one 
last convulsion as he was forced to re- 
lease his power over his unhappy vic- 
tim. For a moment it seemed that the 
awful paroxysm had resulted in death 
as the lad lay unconscious on the ground. 


Verse 27.—“Jesus took him by the 
hand.” The Saviour lifted the boy to his 
feet, healing him completely, and gave 
him to his delighted father (Luke 9: 
42). It was a signal exhibition of his 
authority over all the host of evil. 


Verse 28—The disciples’ question. 
Awed and subdued by what they had 
witnessed, the disciples came to him 
privately after they had gone into a 
house, asking why they had failed so 
miserably, where he had succeeded so 
gloriously. 


Verse 29.—The Master’s reply. In an- 
swering them, he emphasized the im- 
portance of a prayer background for 
acceptable service. Prayer is the ex- 
pression of dependence upon God. Hu- 
man ability, no matter how great, could 
not suffice for a case like -this. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Back of all effective service there must 
ever be a life of prayer. It is only 
as we ourselves are in touch with God 
that we can be channels through which 
divine power and blessing will flow 
forth to others. 

No amount of activity, nor of sincere 
desire to help, can make up for lack of 
communion with God: Of old the Le- 
vites, who represented ministry, waited 
on the priesthood, which speaks of 
worship (Num. 3:9, 10). “This kind 
goeth not out but by prayer.” Prayer 
is the recognition of our own helpless- 
ness and our appropriation of divine 
energy, which works in and through the 
self-judged, obedient believer to the 
glory and praise of God. This, too, is 
true fasting—the denial of self and 
ceasing from all fleshly confidence. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Vision before Service. It is as Christ 
is apprehended by the soul and the truth 
of the Gospel. made real to our own 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. May 1.—Following Vision with Serv- 


Ee nr eT er Mark 9:14-29 
6. May 8.—Co-operating in Service. 


Mark 9:30-41 

7. May 15.--Testing Discipleship by 
oe eer ee eet Mark 10:17-31 

8 May 22.—Serving through Christian 


Citizenship .......... Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 
9. May 29.—Maintaining Personal Effi- ‘ 
ciency (A personal aspect of tem- 
perance). Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 20; 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27 

10. June 5.—Serving by Personal Devo- 
tion to Christ ..... Mark 14:3-11, 27-31 

11. June 12.—Facing the Supreme Test of 
Service perds r ...Mark 14:32-46 

12. June 19.—The Suffering Servant. 

Mark 15:22-39 

13. June 26.—Sharing Service with the 
Living Christ ..Mark 16:1-8, 14-16, 19, 20 








hearts that we are fitted to go forth to 
minister to those in need. 


Epilepsy and Demon Possession. It is 
evident that there may in some instances 
be a close connection between the two. 
But it would be a great mistake to in- 
sist that such is always the case. Epi- 
lepsy is generally simply a functional 
disorder, often aggravated by injudicious 
diet, and should not be confounded with 
Satanic power. Certainly, no Christian 
is demon-possessed. The believer’s body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit, and he 
will never permit an evil spirit to share 
the house with him. 


“If Thou Canst !” As our blessed Lord 
took these words out of the mouth of 
the pleading father, he evidently meant 
him to realize that there could be no 
question of divine: ability to deal with 
the sad case of his son. What was 


needed, however, was trustful confidence 
.on the part of the suppliant-a recog- 


nition of the fact that nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we as much concerned about our 
unsaved loved ones as this father was 
about his sick son? 


Have we been delivered ourselves 
from the thralldom of Satan, who only 
controls to destroy? 


If saved ourselves, are we endeavoring 
to help others in our own strength and 
wisdom? 

Do we know what it is so to live in 
fellowship with God that divine energy 
can flow through us for the blessing of 
others? 


How can men be content to be en- 
slaved by sin and Satan when they know 
how ruthless their authority is? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The vision of the Kingdom was fol- 
lowed by a scene of great distress, which 
emphasized the need for one who could 
deal effectively with the results of sin 
in this world. 


It is a sad commentary on the slowness 
of the human heart to apprehend the 
power of God that after all the disciples 
had seen and heard they were still a 
“faithless generation.” 


What comfort to parents, grieving over 
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wayward children, and the manifestation 
of evil tendencies in those they love, that 
they are definitely invited by the Lord 
to “bring him unto me.” 


The compassion of Christ is manifested 
in the way he enters into the details of 
each case, drawing out the heart in or- 
der that he may meet its need. 


We limit God when we question the 
possibility of his being able to meet 
every need and to undertake for us in 
every time of trouble. 


The plea, “Lord, have mercy,” brought 
instant response to the anxious father’s 
cry. 

It has pleaséd God to do in answer to 
the prayer of faith what he will not do 
apart from prayer, in order that we may 
realize beyond all question that we have 
to do with the living God. 

Whether the words “and fasting” actu- 
ally belong to the text or not, they ex- 
press the attitude of soul with which we 
should go to God in prayer when special 
need challenges our faith. 

Would that youth ever forget the sense 
of relief that came when he felt the 


clasp of the hand of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! 


Lesson Outlines 
THE Power oF FAITH 


Part One 
The distracted father 
The stricken youth 
The helpless disciples 


Part Two 
The compassionate Saviour 
The father’s plea 
The Saviour’s assurance 
The delivered child 
The Lord’s explanation 


ALL THINGS 
All things possible with God (Matt. 
19:26; Mark 10:27) 
All things possible to faith (Mark 9: 
23) 


All things working for good (Rom. 8: 
28) 


All things are ours (1 Cor. 3:21) 
All things are of God (2 Cor. 5:18) 
Thanksgiving for all things (Eph. 5: 
20) 
CHICAGO. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT did they find when the Lord 

Jesus Christ and the three disciples 

descended from the Mount of Trans- 
figuration? 


2. Who was seeking the hélp of the dis- 
ciples, and for what? 

3. Were they able to help. him? 

4. What did the Lord Jesus say to them? 
. How did he treat the father? 
. What was this man’s plea? 
. In what way did Christ answer him? 
. What response did the father make? 


9. How did the Lord Jesus deliver the 
afflicted boy? 


10. What lesson did the disciples have to 
learn? 


onan oi 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 293 of this issue. 
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Lesson for May 1 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and _ reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Why Stop God?—All things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth (Golden 
Text). Let us grasp intelligently the 
program of God. Here it is, clearly re- 
vealed in the Word of God. But, oh, 
many of us stop short. We stop him 
short. It is just as if we went to a 
wealthy man for a contribution to some 
piece of work that commended itself to 
his judgment. We see him take out his 
check book, and he puts down “I” with 
an “O” against it. We say, “Thank you 
very much.” He says, “What are you 
thanking me for? I am going to put two 
more ‘O’s’ to it. You are thanking me 
for ten pounds when I meant to give you 
a thousand pounds.” We thank our 
Father for ten pounds when he wants 
to give us a thousand pounds, and he 
wants to make us spiritual millionaires; 
and he will do so, if we will only enter 
into his wonderful program of blessing. 
—From “5000 Best Modern IIlustrations.” 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 


What is Faith?—All things dre possible 
to him that believeth (Golden Text). A 
minister said to an evangelist who was 
holding services in his church, “I have 
no faith in this matter, but I see it in the 
Word of God, and I am going to act on 
God’s Word, no matter how I feel.” And 
the evangelist replied, “Why, that is 
faith !’ The Word of God is the secret 
of faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 

Xf our love were but more simple, 

We should take Him at His word. 


And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of the Lord. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. . 


- 


Don’t Worship Your Faith.—All things 
are possible to him that believeth 
(Gotden Text). Faith is the channel or 
aqueduct, and not the fountainhead, and 
we must not look to it as to exalt it 
above the divine source of all blessing 
which lies in the grace of God. Never 
make a Christ out of your faith, nor 
think of it as if it were the independent 
source of your salvation. Our life is 
found in “looking unto Jesus,” not in 
looking to our own faith. By faith all 
things become possible to us; yet the 
power is not in the faith, but in the God 
upon whom faith relies—From “3000 
Practical Illustrations in Religion and 
Morals,” by J. H. Bomberger, D.D. Sent 
by M. L. Haskell, State San., Norton, 
Kans. 


Things That Can’t Be Done.—All things 
are possible to him that be‘eveth 
(Golden Text). Faith achieves the im- 
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possible. During the World War a lad 
at the front was carried back wounded 
very badly; but all aflame with enthu- 
siasm, he looked up into the surgeon’s 
face and said: “I tell you, Doc, they do 
things out there that can’t be done.” 
That is the kind of faith that achieves.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Praying for Ice in the Tropics.—All 
things are possible to him that believeth 
(Golden Text). I have heard my mother 
tell of an experience that she heard a 
missionary relate a number of years ago. 
This missionary said that on his field 
one of the native Christians was very 
ill with fever one summer. She longed 
for ice to cool her fever and began to 
pray that God would send her some. 
This was before the day of manufactured 
ice, and in a very warm climate. The 
missionary did not have faith to join 
in her prayers, and feared her faith 
would be weakened when her prayer 
was unanswered. He had forgotten the 
words of our Golden Text. God sent a 
hailstorm, and the woman’s faith was 
rewarded.—From personal experience. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Revised Hymn.—If thou canst be- 
lieve, all things are possible to him that 
believeth (Mark 9:23). I rather like the 
small boy’s version of the hymn “Trust 
and Obey,” when he said that at Sunday 
school they had been singing “Trust and 
O. K.” Good! Everything must be O. K. 
if the life has been committed to his 
precious keeping. There is no other way. 
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—From the Expositor and Homiletic Re- 
view. Sent by Margaret A. DeNorman- 
die, Columbiana, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


“Praying Hyde.”—This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer (v. 29). 
A missionary leader states that, while 
on a speaking tour in India, he learned 
of a great work of blessing and salva- 
tion in another part of India. He states 
that he has always found such move- 
ments to have originated in special 
prayer, and usually with some one per- 
son. He made time to trace the move- 
ment to its center, and there found a 
missionary spending some seven hours 
a day in prayer. Could it have been any 
one other than Mr. John Hyde — lov- 
ingly called “Praying Hyde”? The in- 
tercessor was asked to give him advice 
as to how he could enlist a body of 
intercessors in America. He simply 
smiled, and said, “I have tried that way 
without success. I have found that the 
only way to get other people to pray is 
to do it myself. His colleagues— if it 
were John Hyde — testify that they fully 
believe that over a hundred thousand 
people were saved in the Punjab district 
alone in India as the result of his pray- 
ing! He may, indeed, have prayed him- 
self to death. But, what an infinitely 
desirable death to die! Reader: If you 


believe i opiate 
try, and fic v8 






y 
carried iZ p : a 
missionars Prager letter issued i- 
son Avewtte Baptist Church, Pat n, 


N. J. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y. APP 20° 1929 


VY he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away: - - and ofttimes it hath cast him into 
the fire, and into the waters,to destroy him.” 

Mark 9:18,22 


ONLY CHRIST COMING FROM 
GLORY CAN DEAL WITH HIM 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank thee, 
our Father, that our service in work for thee 
is by no means limited by our ability. We 
thank thee that thy power will work through 
us when we are obedient to thy will, and that 
into our weakness and inability thou dost 
come with thy strength. May we rest in 
thee with utter confidence, not doubting thy 
power, and not surprised if our weak faith 
does not lead to fruitful results when we 
are not yielding our obedience to thee. When 
we face the issues of life, may we not walk 
in fear or in helplessness, for thou art near 
us, and thou dost not withhold any blessing 
that is within thy will for us. May we real- 
ize the place of prayer in all that we would 
accomplish, and go forward with our tasks, 
never doubting thy sufficiency. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—So many times the 
Bible reminds us that God wants us to 
trust him. The Lord Jesus counts upon 
our trust if we would expect answers to 
our prayers. In his great mercy, the 
Lord does confer upon us many blessings 
for which we have not even prayed. 
When he tells us to ask and to believe 
on him, then to attempt our tasks with- 
out him and with a doubting mind gets 
us only into confusion. Have you 
noticed in this lesson how the father 
who had brought his son to Jesus hoped 
much from the Lord but said to him, 
“If thou canst do any thing”? Did you 
notice especially Jesus’ answer? He 





MAN THOU CANST DO 
JESUS Asks IF THOU GANST BELIEVE 
TRUST HIM! 











takes almost the same form of question 
the man uses, and turns the question 
back on him,— “If thou canst believe.” 
No wonder the man cried out, “Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” We 
don’t need to go to the Lord with our 
problems, saying to him, “If thou canst.” 
What we need is to believe that he can 
and will, and then he can! Take your 
Bible concordance some day, and look 
up many of the instances where belief 
is made the test of God’s willingness to 
answer prayer. We do not need to say 
to God, “If thou canst,” but we can just 
go to him in simple; humble belief, and 
tell him our needs, and leave the whole 
matter with him. He will help to clear 
up any unbelief that we may have, and 
he will welcome the believing trust that 
leads us to go to him in behalf of others, 
or of ourselves. Let us bow our heads 
now in silent prayer, asking God to give 
us a believing, trustful heart. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“The Last Place on Earth.”—I have 
brought unto thee my son (Mark 9:17). 


When you do not know what else to. 


do with an afflicted son, do what this 
worried man did. “Casting all your 
care upon nim” (1 Pet. 5:7). 

One day I was going from Watertown, 
N. Y., to Dexter, on the trolley. I was 
interested in buildings all along the 
way. Some were mills. I said to the 
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conductor, “What mill is that?” as we 
passed one and another of these big 
plants. “I don’t know,” was the reply. 
“How long have you been on this job?” 
“Six months.” 

I told the man at Dexter I was ‘calling 
on, “I would not be on that job six days 
but I would know every mill.” “Yes,” 
he replied dryly, “and you are not pull- 
ing a-strap at steen dollars a week.” 

There was one large building the con- 
ductor knew. To my question, “What 
place is that?” he replied, “That is the 
last place on earth.” It was the poor 


house. 

Now, sad to say, the Lord Jesus is for 
many “the last place on earth,” —a last 
resort. But it is a whole lot better to 


have the Lord the first place on earth. 

Every father should be a Christian 
for a hundred reasons, but a paramount 
reason is to have a place to take a child. 

No father living is a match for the 
Devil— and the boy. You know this 
one, I expect: “It was the Devil,” said 
the mother to the little boy, “who put it 
into your head to pull Elsie’s hair.” 
“P’raps it wuz,” said Tommy, “but 
kickin’ her on the shins wuz my own 
idea.” 

The Devil wants your boy. Hunts him 
day and night. Take him to Jesus Christ 
for safety. 


The Great Physician.—I spake to thy 
disciples ... and they could not (v. 18). 
When the Prodigal came to himself the 
next step was to come to his father. Of 
course the apprentice disciples “could 


not.” Green disciples, like green me- 
chanics, cannot do the fine jobs. They 
are still amateurs. 

Grandmother’s remedies, brimstone 


and molasses, red pepper tea, baking 
powder doses, syrup of squills, sheep 
suet plasters are all right when there is 
not very much the matter. But when 
old Typhoid and cruel old Appendicitis, 
and other of their ilk, move in on a 
fellow we call for a real doctor, and we 
call loud and long! (Mark 2:17.) 

Some years ago I was in Washington, 
D. C., attending a convention. Con- 
tracted a cold in my head —sniffles. I 
stopped in a drugstore and got a “sure 
cure.” But the nose had its flow and 
kept right on. Another drugstore gave 
me aspirin to “knock it sure.” But the 
nose flowed on, a miniature Potomac. I 
told the drug clerk if the Government 
would improve my nasal water power 
they might light the city. That is how 
it felt! : 

“Better pull for home and let Her 
Royal Highness take care of you,” said 
the Inward Voice. They took me to the 
Vaughan Bible Class, which I taught 
with my Bible in one hand and my 
handkerchief in the other. 

After the class, an agreeable man, who 
reads this Corner in the Times, came 
up. He turned out to be a real doctor. 
Dr. Frank A. Swartout, if you would 
know. The answer to my unspoken 
prayer and my evident nose was a little 
bottle of “three every hour.” Icame home 
in as good shape as I had left — thanks 
to the Bible Class doctor. 

Here is the point of this paragraph: 


Just as I was fooling around drugstores 


with my cold, instead of going at once 
to a physician, lots of people are doing 
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the same with their sins. The 
Jesus is the Real Doctor, the 
Physician.” 

His prescriptions, taken regularly — 
mark you, regularly—will have you 
right out into this beautiful world of 
ours with all things richly to enjoy, as 
Paul says (1 Tim. 6:17). 


Lord 
“Great 


Every Christian’s Prayer.—Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief (v. 24). 
If we have just a little faith, the five- 
loaves-and-two-fishes faith, the Lord 
Jesus Christ can multiply this boy’s- 
lunch-quantity of faith. 

I have saved some money; help thou 
my thrift-beginning. I am doing some 
good reading; help thou my good reso- 
lution. I have started to Sunday school; 
help thou my Sunday morning lassitude. 

Yes, I think something like this was 
the idea of the man in the incident. He 
was getting started. This prayer should 
be always in the heart of all those who 
begin the Christian life. 

The Holy Spirit convicts a man of sin 
and he cries with the Philippian jailer, 
“What must I do to be saved?” “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ,” was the 
answer. And the jailer did. (Acts 16:30, 
31.) 

But that jailer had a long way to go 
from that job of warden in a Roman- 
Jewish jail to a warden in the Christian 
church —if the early church had lead- 
ing members they called “wardens.” 
(Tradition gives the jailer a high place 
in the church.) 

After every large revival ingathering 
there are always some who “don’t hold 
out.” Huh! they never were really con- 
verted,” cries some one. We don’t know 
about that. It costs something to step 
out before all the people and walk up 
to the Mourner’s Bench, or its equiva- 
lent. Oh, how old Satan pulls back! 
Real folks do not do that unless they 
have some faith. 

When these converts follow the 
Mourner’s Bench vision with service and 
with the constant prayer in heart, sub- 
consciously or expressed, the church has 
received a valuable addition and not just 
another “Belonger.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Use the same mountain you 
had for last Sunday’s lesson, for the 
Scripturegraph board, and at the foot of 
the mountain, as you tell the story, place 
the cutouts of Christ and the disciples, 
and you should have one of a crowd. 
You can easily make one, by grouping 
several of the cutouts together, and draw- 
ing around them, then painting them. 
For the children’s books, a cutout of a 
good, standard picture of Christ with the 
Golden Text printed below (Matt. 9:23a). 











AST Sunday we studied the wonder- 

ful story of what happened at the 
top of this mountain, how the Lord Jesus 
Christ was transfigured before his three 
disciples, and Moses and Elijah came and 
talked with him. Today, Peter and 
James and John have come down the 
mountain with the Lord, asking him 
questions as they came, about things 











Lesson for May 1 


they did not understand. And when 
they came down the trail to the foot of 
the hill, the other disciples were waiting 
there, and there was a great crowd of 
people with them, and some of the Jews 
who hated Christ were asking them 
questions. I think the Lord saw that 
the disciples were in trouble, that they 
couldn’t answer the questions, and as the 
people came to meet the Lord Jesus, he 
asked the Jews, the scribes, what they 
were questioning about. 

But before they could answer him, or 
the disciples could explain, a man in the 
crowd spoke out and told him that he 
had brought his poor demon-possessed 
son to the disciples to be healed, and 
they couldn’t heal him. The boy was 
in a terrible condition. The demon would 
throw him down, and he would foam at 
the mouth and grind his teeth, and he 
couldn’t eat, and he was thin and sick. 
No wonder his father had brought him 
to the Lord Jesus. No doctor could do 
a thing for him. When Jesus asked thé 
father how long the boy had been that 
way, the father said ever since he was 
a child, and I think he must have been 
a big boy now. Then that father told 
the Lord Jesus all about it, how seme- 
times the demon threw the boy into the 
fire and he was burned, and sometimes 
he threw him into the water, and some- 
body had to save him from drowning. 
(You remember I told you before that 
demon-possessed meant that a wicked 
spirit got into a body and made the per- 
son do things they didn’t want to do.) 

The Lord Jesus said to this anxious 
father, “If thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth.” And 
the man made a wonderful answer. He 
cried out quickly with tears running 
down his cheeks, “Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief.” 

As the people crowded around, the 
Lord Jesus Christ commanded the 
wicked spirit to come out of the boy and 
never come back to him again. With 
a cry, the demon left him, and the boy 
‘fell down as if he were dead, but the 
Lord took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he went home with ‘his 
father. Don’t you think they almost ran 
home? And how happy the mother must 
have been when she saw her boy all 
well! 

When the disciples asked Christ why 
they couldn’t cast out that demon, he 
told them that it took fasting and prayer, 
and he called them faithless. They had 
not great enough faith. The father had 
to have faith. Sometimes we are like 
the father. We believe God, but we are 
almost afraid to believe, and we must 
pray as that man did, “Help thou mine 
unbelief.” 

Every one of you can have faith; that 
means you can believe what the Lord 
Jesus Christ says, and you can believe 
in him, and he will do just as great 
things for you as he did for that poor 
boy long ago at the foot of the mount 
of transfiguration. And the very first 
thing he will do is to give you eternal 
life, which is more wonderful than heal- 
ing a poor sick body or casting out a 
demon. 

: Have you taken Jesus Christ for your 
ewn Saviour? 


‘-‘Mopesto, Ca.ir. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Dumb Spirit. 


Discussion: What are the “forks of the 
road” where a fellow gets off the right 
track? (The places for decision.) 

Objective: Take the matter to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, here is a very unhappy 

father bringing his boy to the Lord 
Jesus, saying: “Master, I have brought 
unto thee my son, which hath a dumb 
spirit.” Did it ever occur to you that it 
is quite possible for your father to have 
a son with a dumb spirit? Now this 
dumb spirit caused a great deal of dis- 
tress and commotion. It kept that boy 
from being the normal, upright, satisfy- 
ing kind of son that he ought to have 
been — the kind of son God designed 
him to be. Instead, and because of the 
dumb spirit, he was worse than a pain 
in the neck. He was a distress to his 
parents, he was an object of pity to the 
neighbors, a liability to his community, 
and just an all-round general disap- 
pointment, if not a total disaster. 

Do you know any fellows like that? 
I heard of one something like him just 
this week. He goes with a very decent, 
well behaved set of young people (per- 
haps not for much longer, unless he 
changes), and he cannot attend one of 
their parties ‘without getting drunk; 
takes the liquor there with him. He 
gives trouble and does a lot of foolish 
things. His parents are in deep distress 
over that boy. Of course. they know 
about it. Wouldn’t you say he has a 
“dumb” spirit? Yes, he is very dumb, in 
the sense in which we use it today. A 
fine specimen of youth, physically, just 
throwing that precious value away. He 
is too dumb to see an inch in front of his 
nose. 

I know another fine young fellow 
whose parents have given him every 
opportunity to get the best that educa- 
tion can do to equip a fellow for life. 
But he has flunked on all his classes, 
except one, dawdles his time away, stays 
out somewhere late every night, is com- 
plaining and disagreeable at home; has 
quit going to Sunday school because, he 
says, it is only for little children and 
old ladies; just a general «il-round dis- 
appointment—to himself and every- 
body else who is interested in him. He 
is in perfect physical health, but I say 
he has a dumb spirit, don’t you? 

What have fellows like these to ex- 
pect out of life? Nothing but disap- 
pointment and distress. Some day they 
will not be so dumb; they will awaken 
to a keen sense of what they have 
missed, but it will be too late to re- 
pair the damage. 

That father did the wisest thing he 
could possibly have done: he brought 
his boy to Jesus. He tried some “spe- 
cialists” first. He took him to the dis- 
ciples, who were not yet equal to the 
emergency. Then he took him to the 
Lord. And the Great Physician re- 
buked the foul spirit, and the boy 
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was made sound. Then “Jesus took him 
by the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose.” 

Now, fellows, I do not know how close 
this gets to you; but I do know this: we 
have been shown here the way out of 
dumbness. If you have been a distress 
to your parents I hope they have been 
wise enough to bring your case to the 
Only One who can make you right. But, 
in any event, you can come to Him 
yourself. “Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out.” If you are con- 
scious of the fact that you are a failure 
and a disappointment, for any reason 
whatsoever, tell it to Jesus Christ. He 
is ready, waiting for you, with the ten- 
derest sympathy and the will and the 
power to make you sound. Did you 
note what he did to that young fellow? 
He took him by the hand and lifted him 
up. Then the record states that the boy 
arose. The power to arise came through 
the handclasp of Jesus Christ — and that 
boy became a new creature. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” and 
he will do for you more abundantly than 
you can ask or think. Test him! 

Crescent City, Fra. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked recently of our readers’ it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Surday school workers own a concordance. (Index 
of the Bible by verses.) How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dictionary. (Explanation 
of Bible words.) What answers can the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible textbook. (Index 
of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the Scofield Reference 
Bible. (The King James Version with its extraordinary helps and chain references.) 
This edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every teacher. Included with 
this is a copy of “A Year’s Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books 
listed below, in return for only 25 xew Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the TIMEs, at 
25 cents each. These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 
in return for only 25 trial subscriptions. 


The Bible Text Book 
A Year’s Bible Course 


Cruden’s Concordance 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Scofield Reference Bible 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 


Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
fellow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, 
and ask each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks’ subscription. As 
soon as you get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks 
subscribers with a remittance of $6.25.. When we receive your list of names and addresses, 
with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five 
books to your address, postage prepaid. 


A postal card telling us where and when to send the 25 sample copies of THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Times 
to you will bring them promptly, with a ietter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 
about the Times, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. 
Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 






































Lesson for May 1 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 288) 


1. A great crowd had gathered about the 
other nine disciples, with some of the 
scribes, and they were disputing with them. 

2. A father had brought his son, who was 
demon-possessed and epileptic, hoping that 
the disciples could heal him. 

3. They found themselves unable to cope 
with this aggravated case. 

4. He rebuked them for their lack of faith, 
and told them to bring the lad to him. 

5. He tenderly inquired into all the cir- 
cumstances, thus manifesting a compassion- 
ate interest in the case. 

6. He begged the Lord to help if he could 
do anything for them. 

7. He showed that it was not a question 
of his ability to help, but of this man’s 
faith to believe. 

8. He cried out, “Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief,” and pleaded for mercy. 

9. He commanded the demon to depart, 
and when the evil spirit convulsed the boy 
so that he fell down as dead, Jesus took 
him by the hand, lifted him up, and pre- 
sented him, healed, to his father. 

10. That only by prayer could such Satanic 
power be overcome. , 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E, Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls what may be 
accomplished through faith in God. 

Activity.—Have the girls make a poster 
during the class period showing the re- 
lationship between worship and service. 
In the middle of a large paper paste one 
or more pictures of people who are per- 
forming acts of kindness to others. 
Around these paste a border of pictures 
or symbols to illustrate worship. These 
might’ include a picture of Christ, some 
one kneeling in prayer, a church, a Bible, 
a cross. 

Memory Verse.—“And Jesus. looking 
upon them saith, With men it is impos- 
sible, but not with God: for with God 
all things are possible’? (Mark 10:27), 











IRLS, have you ever thought that 
something you wanted to do was 
impossible until you prayed about it and 
found that God _ gloriously answers 
prayer? A young girl in Pennsylvania 
wrote to a friend in the West that she 
was witnessing for her Saviour to her 
classmates in school, but they merely 
mocked and sneered at her and elim- 
inated her from their society. “I can- 
not win any of them fo Christ alone,” 
she wrote, “but with God all things are 
possible.” This story was told to some 
girls in a little California town, and one 
of them who was very much discouraged 
with her efforts to witness for Christ 
decided that she was trying too hard in 
her own strength. She began to pray, 
and it was not long before one of her 
dearest friends made a definite surren- 
der. The girl in Pennsylvania had seen 
no results where she was, but through 
her faith in God some one in California 
who needed the Saviour was gloriously 
saved and another was encouraged to 
have greater faith. Let us repeat the 
Memory Verse. 
(Read the lesson text.) Here we have 
a story of the failure of men and the 
success of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
disciples had reached their extremity 
when the Lord Jesus returned fi9m the 
transfiguration on the mountain. No 
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wonder they ran to meet him! ~They 
knew how greatly the boy needed help, 
but through all the clamor and disturb- 
ance they were unable to center their 
faith in God. Have your prayers ever 
been like that? Have you ever had so 
many thoughts of your own that you 
felt confused and doubtful and you could 
not hear God’s thoughts? Copy and 
learn these references so you can re- 
member them during your testing times 
(Isa. 26:3; Psa. 46:1; Heb. 11:6). There 
are over three thousand promises to be 
cashed at the Bank of Heaven anytime, 
anywhere. 

In this story, as in others, the people 
were looking at the outward appearance, 
but the Son of God looked upon the 
heart. One great trouble with the vision 
of the world today is that people see 
plenty of material needs, but too often 
they fail to recognize the need for 
Christ. All our social and economic 
goals for greater opportunity for em- 
ployment, world peace, better educa- 
tional advantages, elimination of crime, 
and others, splendid as they really are, 
cannot bring about a permanent solu- 
tion to our problems unless people’s 
hearts are transformed by the Redeemer. 
It is true that when the Lord Jesus was 
here he did relieve want and suffering 
at times, but he said, “The Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). Are we helping 
him to accomplish his own goal? 

Let us see how Paul followed vision 
with service. What was Paul’s vision? 
(Acts 9:5, 6.) After he received Christ 
into his own life, Paul went out to all 
parts of the known world, not to estab- 
lish a new society, but to let others know 
about the Redeemer who could do all 
the transforming necessary (Acts 26:19, 
20; Rom. 12:1, 2). 

“Why were we not successful?” This 
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question was puzzling the disciples, and 
when they were alone with the Master 
they asked him. (See vs. 28, 29.) Christ 
can become so real and precious to us 
that there are times when we actually 
forget food and personal pleasure in our 
longing to make him known to others, 
or to help them in their troubles (Isa. 
58: 3-7, 10, 11). While her grandmother 
was ill upstairs, little Esther was called 
out to play. “I have no time to play 











We kindly solicit your co-operation in evan- 
gelizing 80 000 JEWS in Western 
Canada. Your prayerful and financial help 
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communicate with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, West- 
ern Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 
St., Winnipeg, Canada. (Genesis 12:3) 
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More Valuable Than Gold—‘‘ Yea, Than Much Fine Gold’’ 


“THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” 


The All-Bible School 
THE PLAN 


Uses no handcraft —lifts up Christ— Focuses the Scriptures on Him —Traces predic- 
tions of His coming in the Old Testament — Finds Him manifest in the New Testament, 
Systematic, Definite, Clear-Cut — Orthodox — Study clusters around the ‘‘ Way of Life.” 
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TRIPLE COURSE OF STUDY :— 
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2. Bible History. 


3. Bible Geography. 


CompLeTre Course oF Srupy :—Twelve Years — five weeks each, five days per week 
three hours per day, plus one Kindergarten Year and two Postgraduate Years. 
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now,” she responded, “I am too busy 
praying for my grandmother.” 

(The girls may make their poster at 
this time to summarize what they have 
learned about the relationship between 
contact with a prayer-hearing, prayer- 
answering God and contact with their 
fellow men through Christian service.) 

You were going to tell in class today 
some of the needs in your own commu- 
nity for Christian service. (The girls 
may make their reports at this time. 
Some of their observations may include 
such problems as the need for whole- 
some recreation for young people, more 
regard for law, and others which the 
girls cannot themselves remedy, but they 
can pray that their lives may reflect so 
much of the beauty of Jesus Christ that 
their friends and neighbors will be 
drawn to him.) Girls, when your ef- 
forts seem to be in vain, just remember 
that God “is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think” 
(Eph. 3: 20). Won’t you give him a 
chance? 

Next week we shall study how we may 
co-operate with other people who are 
working for Christ. You may each write 
a story of some one who did a kindness 
for another in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Learn Luke 6:31. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





Children at Home 








Marsh Hawk 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE Botanist and I lay on the turf 

covering a ledge of smoky quartz 
thrust like a wedge into Wolf Island 
Swamp. Across a country of round, 
green hills and fertile farms its squat 
bulk stretched unafraid, an untamed 
monster of another age. Beyond the long 
levels we could see Wolf Island, where 
a hunted wolf pack, protected by quag- 
mires and trembling bogs, made its last 
stand two centuries ago. 

Where a fringe of trees showed the 
beginning of solid ground, a pair of 
hawks with long, black-barred tails 
wheeled and screamed through the sky. 
“Geck, geck, geck, geck,” they called, 
almost like a flicker, except that the 
tone was flatter. As they circled, both 
of them showed a snowy patch over 
the rump, the field mark of the marsh 
hawk. 

The male was a magnificent blue-gray 
bird, whose white underwings were tip- 
ped with black like those of a herring 
gull, We watched them delightedly, for 
the rare nest of the marsh hawk, the 
only one of our hawks which nests on 
the ground, was one of the possibilities 
of the marsh. 

Suddenly we saw the female alight 
on the ground by a stunted willow bush 
far across the swamp. We waited, one, 
two, three minutes but no bird arose. 
Evidently she was on her nest. 

. Keeping our eyes fixed on that special 
bush, which looked like a score of 
others, we plunged into the swamp in- 
tending to bound like chamois from 
crag to crag. On the second bound, 
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however, I slipped off a tussock and 
went up to my knees in mud and water. 
The rest of the way I plowed along 
soopingly. 

When we were halfway to the bush 
the mother hawk rose and circled 
around us, screaming monotonously. For 
half an hour we searched back and forth 
without finding any nest. At last we 
hid in a willow thicket, thinking that 
perhaps the hawk might go back to her 
nest. Instead both birds disappeared in 
some distant woods. 

The sun was getting low, and we were 
miles from our inn, yet as this was the 
nearest either of us had ever been to 
finding a marsh hawk’s nest, we de- 
cided to hunt on until dark. I laid out 
a route from my bush to another about 
thirty yards away, and between those 
two as bounds planned to quarter back 
and forth over every square foot of 
ground, moving toward the woods where 
the hawks had gone. 

It seemed almost hopeless hunting, for 
the swamp at that point was dry, with 
patches of bushes, masses of sedge, and 
piled heaps here and there of bleached 
rushes. As I reached my farther boun- 
dary and was about to beat back, I 
straightened my aching back and looked 
beyond the bush. There, directly ahead 
of me, in a space fringed by spirea 
bushes but in plain sight, lay the nest. 
As my friend remarked, enviously, it 
was easy enough found after you had 
once seen it. 

It was a round nest on the ground 
about eight inches across and three 
inches deep made of coarse grasses 
ringed around with rushes. Beneath the 
nest was a well-packed platform of 
rushes several inches thick. I am un- 
der the impression that this was a natu- 
ral pile of rushes pressed down by the 
bird. There under the open sky were 
five large eggs of a dirty bluish-white 
nearly ready to hatch. They were the 
size of a small hen’s egg. 

The very second I sighted the nest, 
the mother hawk came dashing through 
the air from some unseen perch where 
she had been watching me with her tele- 
scopic eyes. Fifty feet away she folded 
her wings and dived at my head, falling 
through the air like a stone. With her 
fierce, unflinching eyes, half-open beak, 
and outspread claws she looked danger- 
ous enough. Ten feet away, however, 
she swooped up and circled off in ever- 
widening rings, screaming mournfully. 
Beside the nest was one barred tail 
feather. 

Just at sunset we waded back and 
stopped at the little arm of the swamp 
where that morning we had heard a 
bittern bump. Suddenly from the sedges 
came a scolding little song that sounded 
like .“chop, chip-chop, chr’r’r’,” and we 
caught the merest glimpse of a tiny 
bird with a tip-tilted tail and brown 
back whose undersides seemed yellow- 
ish. It was none other than the rare 
short-billed marsh wren, the second 
smallest of our Eastern birds, only the 
hummingbird being tinier. Neither of 
us had ever seen this bird before, and we 
tramped back three long miles to New- 
ton with a new bird, a new nest, and a 
new note to our credit in our out-of- 
doors account. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 8. How to Choose a Vocation Wisely. 
Matt. 25:14-30. 
Sunday, May 1 


Jobs in a Changing World 
(2 Pet. 1:2-11) 
(Consecration Meeting) 





Mon.—Early occupations (Gen. 4:3-12). 
Tues.—Ruth, a job-seeker’ (Ruth 2:1-7). 


Wed.—Needed craftsmen (Exod. 35:30- 
35). 

Thurs.—A labor strike (Exod. 5:1-12). 

Fri—The right spirit in job-seeking 
(Rom. 12:9-18). 

Sat.—Is the ministry over-supplied? (Isa. 
6:1-8). 











HERE can be no question that young 

people are facing a difficult and puz- 
zling problem in this present day, as 
they come to the end of their schooling 
and start out to find employment. Jobs 
are scarce. Employers with an ample 
supply of help to choose from are more 
likely to be exacting in their require- 
ments. Experienced help may be had 
on every hand, and the boy or girl, fresh 
from school or college and without ex- 
perience, often finds no opportunity. 

b 

Furthermore, there is a tendency in 
many business concerns to give con- 
sideration, in these difficult times, to 
those to whom dependents are looking 
for support. The more or less unat- 
tached young person therefore fre- 
quently finds that he cannot compete 
with the father of a family,—and 
rightly so. 

4 


A third factor that many have been 
slow to recognize, but which is now 
being seriously considered by some col- 
leges, is that a great number of young 
people for some years past have sought 
higher education. A prominent speaker 
said recently, “We are unfortunately, to- 
day, giving a college education to a 
great many excellent truck drivers and 
ditch diggers.” He did not mean that 
higher education should be denied any 
who can really use it, but that some are 
mentally and physically equipped for 
one type of work and some for another. 
By placing so much emphasis on the 
importance of a college education, we 
have deprived many of vocations for 
which they are peculiarly fitted and 
have steered them into fields in which 
they will be mediocre or unhappy. 
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Has God’s Word any light for us in 
this puzzling situation? One thing it 
makes clear is that the frequently 
‘quoted expression, “The world owes 
me a living,” is false. One cannot read 
very far in the Bible without realizing 
that its clear teaching is that true suc- 
eess in life comes only through godli- 
ness, hard work, and seeking God’s will. 

Our Scripture lesson begins by re- 
minding us that “all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness” (v. 3) are the 



































Lesson for May 1 


gifts of God. While Peter may have 
had particularly in mind here the spir- 
itual life, we certainly are not strain- 
ing the sense by including the daily 
work-a-day life as well in the light of 
Ephesians 2:10. 

~ Nevertheless, “on this very account,” 
as we may literally translate verse 5, 
Peter urges us to “add to,” or perhaps 
better “to work out, through” our faith, 
virtue; through our virtue, knowledge; 
through our knowledge, self-control; 
and so on to patience, godliness, broth- 
erly kindness, and love, — all toward the 
great objective, fruitfulness (vs. 5-8). 

ve 

In other words, it is not enough to 
recognize that God has endowed us 
with certain gifts, that he has a definite 
plan for our lives, and can and will 
empower us to follow his plan. There 
must be also a persistent exercise and 
development of those gifts, an earnest 
seeking and following of the plan, and 
a constant appropriation of the means 
that God has placed at our disposal to 
help us to reach the goal he has set for 
us. 

As Christian young men and women, 
we must, under God, fit ourselves to 
take a place in the work-a-day world. 
Knowledge will not be somehow poured 
into our heads, just because we are 
Christians. There must be hard plug- 
ging and self-denial. A pleasing person- 
ality will not be thrown over us like 
a cloak. But it can be cultivated by 
the exercise of consecrated Christian 


living, and _ association with’ other 
yielded Christians. Neatness, depend- 
ability, perseverance, persistence, and 


all those qualities that make a young 
man or woman worth employing do not 
appear overnight as we are handed our 
diplomas. But they can be developed 
if we will give God a chance to direct 
us and will put to use the means he 
sends. 

Next week we shall think especially 
of how to choose a job. But meanwhile 
let. us be thinking of what there is in 
us worth employing and of what*® we 
are going to do to make ourselves of 
sufficient value to merit a job. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Alaska Tour Folders 


EADERS of THE SunpbDAy ScHOOL 

Trmes, who are interested in the 
1938 Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska, Yellowstone National Park, and 
Rainier National Park, will be glad to 
know that the illustrated folders giving 
the itinerary, the cost of the tour, and 
other information are now being mailed 
out. Copies may be had for the asking. 
Those who have already requested 
folders should receive their copies at a 
very early date. 

Steamer space on Alaska steamers is 
limited, and last year, a number who 
delayed registering could not be accom- 
modated. Early registration is urged, 
therefore, in order to insure desirable 
accommodations. 

Registrations may be mailed direct to 
John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Ed:tor, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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| With the New Books 


Church. By Dr. G. 
(Fleming H. Revell 





Peter and the 
Campbell Morgan. 


~Co., New York City, $1.) At the great Kes- 


wick Convention of 1937 in England Dr. 
Morgan gave the Bible readings that 
make four of the five chapters of this 
little book, — small in size, but vast in 
scope and blessing. It is a richly re- 
warding and revealing study of Peter’s 
great confession at Czesarea Philippi 
(Matt. 16:13-19), and of his inspired 
word written many years later: “Ye 
are an elect race, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a people for God’s own pos- 
session, that ye may shew forth the 
excellencies of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light” 
(1 Pet. 2:9, R. V.). Of this last word 
Dr. Morgan writes: “It is forty years 
since that passage leaped at me, gripped 
me, mastered me, and for these forty 
years it has been with me; a growing 
sense of its glory and value possess me; 
and it is my privilege to invite my 
brothers and sisters in the holy faith to 
come to that familiar passage.” 

Dr. Morgan, with characteristic thor- 
oughness, painstaking care, and genius 
for minute examination and discovery 
of hidden and heart meanings of Scrip- 
ture, leads us on from glory to glory in 
the understanding of these inspired 
texts. From the statement in Peter’s 
Epistle he shows that “the principle of 
the Church is revealed; the purpose of 
the Church is unveiled; the power of 
the Church is implicated.” The reader 
is led on and on into ever deeper depths 
and higher heights of the divinely in- 
spired meanings hidden away in this 
brief Scripture, and the wonder and 
glory and obligation of it all are over- 
whelming. ‘While the little book goes 
deep, and is literature of the most 
searching sort, it is not hard reading; 
rather, it is hard to stop reading when 
one has begun it. 

Dr. Morgan shows what an elect race 
is; the meaning of this, and of a royal 
priesthood, and of a holy nation, and of 
a people for God’s own possession, Then 
he shows the tremendous privilege and 
obligation of showing forth “the ex- 
cellencies of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light.” 
There are startling, stabbing phrases 


“Pay-Day—Some Day” 
ay-Day—Some Day 
By C. B. HEDSTROM, Chairman International 
Christian Business Men's Committee 
Heart-stirring Sketches from Life and Messages that 
**Click.” 128 pages, cloth bound, 2-color jacket 
Only 75 cents (plus roc post.) 
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4211 N. Hermitage Ave. Chicago, Itt. 
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TENTS or rent 
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from time to time. What is meant for 
example, by “a people for God’s own 
possession’? “We read in the New Tes- 
tament of those who were possessed by 
demons. Here we read of a people pos- 
sessed by God. ... What does it mean? 
One in whom God has taken up his 
abode.” 

Or again: “The ultimate sphere of 
the Church’s service is not in this world 
at all; it lies out beyond ...I am not 
saying that the Church has no vocation 
on earth. She has. But her earthly vo- 
eation will only be fulfilled as it should 
be, when she realizes that the ultimate 
meaning of the Church of God lies out 
in the ages to come.” 

The reader finds a new meaning, but 
surely a Scriptural one, in the render- 
ing of 1 Peter 2:7 (R. V.): “For you 
therefore that believe is the precious- 
ness.” 

Dr. Morgan’s little book is earnestly 
commended to God’s people every- 
where: pastors will find in it rich mate- 
rial for a series of prayer meeting talks, 
and all believers will find it rewarding 
for their devotional life. 


The New Walk. By Captain Reginald 
Wallis. (The American Bible Conference 
Association, Ine., 1721 Spring Garden 
St., Philadelphia, 40 cents.) Young 
Christians are here instructed in what it 
is to walk by the Spirit so that they 
will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 
Captain Wallis is an earnest student of 
the Word and knows how to put its pre- 
cepts before young people in a convinc- 
ing manner. With many apt illustrations 
he brings before his readers such ques- 
tions as amusements, insurance, war, 
flirting, smoking, dancing, business, and 
other questions that young people liv- 
ing under the high pressure of these 
days are constantly asking. He shows 
that we must be guided by the dominat- 
ing principles laid down in the Word of 
God. The book will undoubtedly be 
used to save many from the subtle 
snares placed across our pathway by the 
enemy of our souls. 


Pay-Day — Some Day. By C. B. Hed- 
strom, (Evangelical Beacon, 4211 N. 
Hermitage Ave., Chicago, 75 cents.) 
When a small boy is taught by a godly 
mother not only to believe but also to 
practice the text, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness,” 
it is little wonder that as a young man, 
he takes a couple of “firings” rather 
than sell shoes on Sunday or lie to please 
his boss. How that particular promise 
came true is told in the first of these 
seven thrilling sketches. The second is 
a prose-poem description of the author’s 
jay-long visit to the scenes of his boy- 
hood. Another pictures him in the old 
immigrant days when a train went off 
“by mistake” and left him alone in a 
city station. Then there are thrilling 
accounts of men and women who have 
been led to Christ by this Spirit-filled 
layman in his travels or while he was 
conducting the Chicago noon-day prayer 
meetings. Interwoven with these, and 
given at the close in six further mes- 
sages, are lessons from the Word of God, 
especially those which relate to the 
church of this age. Indeed, the reader 
will not soon forget the author’s ex- 
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posure of the present-day religious 
racketeering in “temples” and “taber- 
nacles” of our cities! Mr. Hedstrom is 
chairman of the International Business 
Men’s Committee. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 25 to May 1 


Mon.—Mark 9:14-19. Impotent Disciples. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They could not.” 
Few suspect the cause of their im- 
potency. We need our Lord’s illuminat- 
ing word before we can discover the 
symptoms of unbelief. In the common 
practices of daily life may be found 
the secret of spiritual impotency. Think 
what our Lord had in mind by “prayer 
and fasting.” What we call “necessi- 
ties” are often so many “perversities.” 
Costless service is impotent service. Self- 
denial is our Peniel. Pray for anxious 
Christian narents. 


Tues.—Mark 9:20-29. The Power of Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bring him unto 
me.” Bring every baffling case to your 
omnipotent Lord. Judge not the Lord 
by the feebleness of his Church. While 
modern scribes and Pharisees are har- 
assing feeble men of faith, heed the 
Lord’s “Bring him unto me.” Christ’s 
supernatura! power, needful in this hour 
of general unbelief, waits upon the re- 
vival of prayer. “Bring him unto me” is 
the crying need in this day of defeat 
and distress. Pray for mass prayer 
meetings for revival. 


Wed.—Isaiah 6:5-13. Vision and Consecration. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Here am I; send 
me.” The efficient cause of personal 
consecration is the condescending, con- 
straining love of Christ. Isaiah saw 
Christ’s glory (John 12:41). Joyful sur- 
render of body, mind, and spirit to the 
Lord is vocalized thus: “Here am I; 
send me.” Pray for all accepted mis- 
sionary candidates who are hindered in 
getting to their fields. 


Thurs.—Acts 19:3-8. Sending After Seeing. 
PraYER SuGGesTiIons: “The men were 
about twelve.” Revelation should effect 
ministration. The men members of the 
early Church in Asia marked time on 
the “Great Commission” until filled with 
the Spirit. The Spirit’s fullness and soul- 
winning are inseparable. The Spirit- 
filled “twelve” at Ephesus within three 
months had a city-wide awakening on 
their hands. ‘“Sending” accompanies 
“seeing.” Pray for every minister you 
know. 
Fri.—Ezekiel 2:1-7. Heeding After Hearing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be not afraid of 
their words, ncz be dismayed at their 
looks.” The young minister’s first les- 
son in service is this: he must face a 
“gainsaying” and “perverse” generation. 
“Fear of God” keeps one from being 
afraid of man. The cost of disobedience 
is greater than the cost of obedience. 
The road through Gethsemane and over 





(Lesson for May 1) Apr. 16, 1938 








Calvary is the safest. Suffering for the 
will of God is more comfortable than 
solacing one’s self with apples of Sodom. 
Lightning may be resisted, but it always 
gets to its goal. Adverse opinions and 
frowning faces test devotion to the Word 
and work of God. Pray for boldness. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 12:21-28. The Effect of Vision. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The word which 
I have spoken shall be done.” Doubt 
and denial of God’s truth do not hinder 
its fulfillment. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away; but the Word of God abideth 
forever. Days may be prolonged, exe- 
cution of a sentence may be held up, but 
the vision is as sure as justice, and as 
certain as eternity. The wicked servant 
who said, “My lord delayeth his com- 
ing,” was a descendant of the old-time 
doubters who said: “The vision .. . 
is for . .. times that are far off.” Be- 
lieve the Word or you will feel the 


stroke. Pray for the American Sunday 
School Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


San.—Acts 26:12-20. Service After Vision. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I send thee, to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God.” Supernatural serv- 
ice! The worker must be a ransomed, 
cleansed, and willing outlet for the very 
power of God. Such miracles of service 
as these are exhibitions of the resurrec- 
tion power of Christ. The threefold 
evangelism of Christianity is outlined in 
this passage. Pray for this sort of evan- 
gelism in your community. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents*for postage. 
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Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 


75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 
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